Twenty-five Albertans have died of pandemic (H1N1) 2009 as of Nov. 9, Dr. André Corriveau, Alberta's chief medical officer of health, told a press conference.
Predy later said that "we anticipate from what we are seeing (now) that we are going to see more critically ill people with H1N1 over the next couple of weeks, for sure, so we just want to be as prepared as we can."
Alberta is reviewing public health and other programs across the province to see what it can suspend in order to redeploy staff to critical care areas and has developed a short refresher program for nurses who may have once worked in intensive care units but have not done so recently, Predy says.
"Part of our plan as well is to put critically ill patients in other parts of our facilities that aren't generally run as critical care units," he says, referring to post-operative recovery areas and other spaces that could be reassigned. Thus far, the infections have been spread evenly across the province.
Ontario also bought additional ventilators -216 of them -in anticipation of a surge in pandemic patients. The province expects to distribute the additional ventilators to teaching hospitals this month.
Several Ontario hospitals also report that their critical care capacity is being stressed. Sudbury Regional Hospital "reached and exceeded our capacity" on October 26-27 and was forced to transfer three patients to other hospitals, said spokesman Sean Barrette. As of Nov. 10, Sudbury Regional had eight patients on ventilators with confirmed or probable cases of swine flu and had cancelled 47 elective surgeries, at least in part because an anesthetist was sick with the virus, he said.
Timmins and District Hospital triggered a "code orange" alert, cancelling elective surgeries, restricting visitors, and at one point closing its critical care unit to new admissions.
All Northern Ontario hospitals "have been very stressed," Barrette says.
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